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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 November 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
11/21/2005 has been entered. 

2. This action is responsive to communications: Response, filed on 1 1/21/2005. 
This action is non-final. 

3. Claims 2, 4-5, 7 and 9-14 are pending in this application. Claims 12-14 are 
independent claims. In the amendment filed 11/21/2005, claims 2, 4-5, 7, 9-10 and 12- 
14 were amended. 

4. This application claims foreign priority datedl 1/28/2000. 

5. The present title of the invention is "Method and system for displaying images" as 
filed originally. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 9-14, 2, 4-5 and 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Goto etal. (5,434,591). 
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As per claim 12, Goto et al., hereinafter Goto, discloses a method of displaying a 
vector-mode image in which a plurality of points designated on a screen are linked to 
display the required image, comprising the steps of: 

classifying vector data, indicating a plurality of points for displaying the image, 
into a first group of data and a second group of data, the first group of data has a 
number of the plurality of points, the number of plurality of points included in the first 
group of data is substantially equal to a minimum number of the plurality of points 
required to recognize the image, and the second group of data comprising 
supplementary points for supplementing the first group of data to display a more 
precise image ("Figure 7(a) shows an example in which only the house information is 
emphatically indicated, while FIG. 7(b) shows an example in which all the pattern 
information items are ordinarily indicated" and "the processor 3 brings the partial ' 
pattern information into the emphatic indication during the scrolling operation", column 
5, line 54-63, where emphatic indication is considered a first group of data and is 
substantially equal to a minimum number of the points required to recognize the image 
and the ordinary indication minus emphatic indication is considered supplemental 
indication); 

storing the vector data on a storage member (Figure 3, item 5); and 
selecting between displaying the image represented only by the first group of 
data and displaying the image represented by a combination of the first and second 
groups of data, when the image is displayed (Figure 2 shows a scrolling example ... 
For a displayed picture 131 produced before the scrolling is initiated, all pattern 
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information items are displayed using ordinary indication. However, pattern information 
items are indicated with house information emphasized ... during the scrolling 
operation", column 5, line 64- column 6, line 4). 

wherein the image is represented only by the first group of data when being 
scrolled on a screen (where only emphatic indication is displayed during scrolling). 
8. As per claim 13, Goto discloses a system of displaying an image in which a 
plurality of points designated on a screen are linked to display the required vector 
image, comprising: 

a data storage member for classifying vector data, indicating a plurality of points 
for representing the image, into a first data group and a second data group, the first 
data group has a number of the plurality of points, the number of plurality of points 
included in the first data group is substantially equal to a minimum number of the 
plurality of points required to recognize the image, and the second data group 
comprising supplementary points for supplementing the first data group to represent 
the more precise image, and the data storage member storing the vector data (Figure 6 
frame memory, item 51 , 52 and 53, where 51 is the first data group and 52-53 are the 
second data group); and 

an image quality selection member for selecting between reading the first data 
group from said data storage member for displaying the image and reading the first 
and second data groups from said data storage member for displaying the image 
(Figure 6, item 3 and 9, where 9 is the selection circuit and 3 provides the selection); 
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wherein said image quality selection member selects the image display 
represented only by the first data group when the image is scrolled on a screen ("During 
the scrolling ... the house information and the owner information are omitted from the 
pictures, and the only the road information is indicated", column 5, line 21-26, where the 
road information is the first data group). 

9. As per claim 14, Goto discloses a system of displaying an image in which a 
plurality of points designated on a screen are linked to display the required vector 
image, comprising: 

a data storage member for classifying vector data, indicating a plurality of points 
for representing the image, into a first data group, a number of the plurality of points for 
representing the image included in the first data group is a constant number of points, 
and a second data group comprising supplementary points for supplementing the first 
data group to represent the more precise image, and for storing the vector data (Figure 
6, where data are classified into 51, 52 and 53, where 51 is the first data group which 
has a constant number of points and 52-53 are second group of data); and 

an image quality selection member for selecting between reading the first data 
group from said data storage member for displaying the image and reading a 
combination of the first and second data groups from said data storage member for 
displaying the image (Figure 6, item 3 and 9, where 9 is the selection circuit and 3 
provides the selection); 

wherein said image quality selection member selects the image display 
represented only by the first data group when the image is scrolled on a screen, such 
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that when the image is scrolled on the screen, a number of the plurality of points 
representing the image remains constant throughout the scrolling of the image on the 
screen ("During the scrolling ... the house information and the owner information are 
omitted from the pictures, and the only the road information is indicated", column 5, line 
21-26, where the road information a constant data points). 

10. As per claim 2, Goto demonstrated all the elements as applied to the rejection of 
independent claim 12, supra, and further discloses the second group of data is 
classified into a plurality of data groups for supplementing the first group of data in 
stages for storage on the storage member, and a selection among the classified plural 
data groups indicating the supplementary points is made in stages for supplementing 
the first group of data in stages to display the image (Figure 6 where the supplemental 
data is classified into group 52 and 53, they are stored in a frame memory 5 and is 
selectable (9 and 3) to supplement first group of data 51 ). 

11. As per claim 4, Goto demonstrated all the elements as applied to the rejection of 
independent claim 12, supra, and further discloses selection between displaying the 
image represented by the first group of data and displaying the image represented by 
the combination of the first and second groups of data is made in accordance with the 
amount of data of the image ("a processor 3 equivalent to the processor in Fig. 3 
receives information indicating the scrolling direction and the scrolling speed from the 
input unit 8, and it calculates the amount of pattern data to-be-scrolled on the basis of 
the scrolling speed by means of the arithmetic unit 32. In general, the calculation is 
carried out such that, as the scrolling speed increases, the amount of pattern data to- 
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be-scrolled decreases. In conformity with that amount of pattern data to-be-scrolled 
which has been determined here, a unit 31 determines the frame memory readout 
masking required, as described before, and supplies the frame memory masking 
information 33 to the frame memory readout masking device 9 shown in Fig. 6", 
column 6, line 21-34, since the amount of data group displayed is determined by the 
scrolling speed). 

12. As per claim 5, Goto demonstrated all the elements as applied to the rejection of 
independent claim 12, supra, and further discloses selection between displaying the 
image represented only by the first group of data and displaying the image represented 
by the combination of the first and second groups of data is made in accordance with 
data memory capacity required for displaying the image (Figure 6, where readout 
masking device 9 represents the data memory capacity to display the image). 

13. As per claim 7, Goto demonstrated all the elements as applied to the rejection of 
independent claim 13, supra, and further discloses said data storage member classifies 
the second data group, indicating the supplementary points, into a plurality of data 
groups for supplementing the first data group in stages and stores the second data 
group, and in the displaying of the image said image quality selection member selects 
among the classified plural data groups indicating the supplementary points in stages 
to supplement the first data group in stages (Figure 6, where item 5 is a frame memory, 
51 is the image generated by the first data group and 52-53 are images generated by 
the second data group and read out mask 9 and processor 3 perform the selection). 



Application/Control Number: 09/988,617 Page 8 

Division: 2628 

14. As per claim 9, Goto demonstrated all the elements as applied to the rejection of 
independent claim 13, supra, and further discloses said image quality selection 
member makes, in accordance with the amount of image data, the selection between 
displaying the image represented only by the first data group and displaying the image 
represented by a combination of the first and second data groups (Figure 6, item 3 and 
9, where 9 is the selection circuit and 3 provides the selection). 

1 5. As per claim 1 0, Goto demonstrated all the elements as applied to the rejection 
of independent claim 13, supra, and further discloses said image quality selection 
member makes, in accordance with data memory capacity required for displaying the 
image, the selection between displaying the image represented only by the first data 
group and displaying the image represented by the combination of the first and second 
data groups (Figure 6, item 3 and 9, where 9 is the selection circuit and 3 provides the 
selection). 

1 6. As per claim 1 1 , Goto demonstrated all the elements as applied to the rejection 
of independent claim 13, supra, and further discloses said data storage member is 
provided in a server providing image data through a computer network (Figure 3, item 
11). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

17. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
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18. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. It is not clear what constitutes the data that is substantially equal to a 
minimum number of the plurality of points required to recognize the image. 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/21/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant alleges Goto does not teach displaying a minimum number of points 
required to recognize the image during scrolling. In reply, Examiner considers the 
example in Figure 6, the first group of data in 51 is considered the minimum required 
data. As for what constitute a minimum number of data, it is subjective to interpretation. 
Examiner considers the data in 51 is minimum number of data required to recognize the 
image; the image is data 51-53 combined. 

Applicant also alleges what Goto eliminates is data type which is not the 
minimum number of points required to recognize the image. Examiner considers the 
claim limitation does not exclude using data type to represent an image and it is not 
clear why data type cannot be used for recognizing an image. 
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Conclusion 

1 8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan R. Yang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7666. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272-7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ryan Yang 
Primary Examiner 
March 30, 2006 



